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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, Selectmen and Treasurer of 
the town of Marlborough, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing financial report for the year ending March 1, 
1890: 

me RIL INVOICE, 18809. 


Resident real estate, $376,418 00 
Non-resident real estate, 21,146 00 
Mills and machinery, 375550 00 
Stock in trade, 29,124 OO 
Money at interest, 43,880 00 
Stock in banks, 6,900 00 
Wood and lumber, 500 0O 
250 horses, 19,624 00 
72 oxen, 4,196 00 
363 cows, 9,432 00 
123 other neat stock, 2,168 00 
164 sheep, 522 00 
25 hogs, 250 OO 
I2 Carriages, 820 0O 
392 polls, 39,200 OO 
Total valuation, $591,730 00 


Number of dogs, 105. 
Rate per cent. on one hundred dollars, including 


highway, $1.38. 
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AMOUNT OF MONEY RAISED BY TAX. 


State tax, 

County tax, 
Town charges, 
Highways, 
Schools, 

School house tax, 
Surplusage, 

Dog tax, 


Amount committed to Geo. L. Fairbanks, 


Collector, 


Amount of money for school purposes by 
law, 

Extra voted by town, 

Town fund, 

Lydia Wyman fund, 

A. Tucker fund, 

Literary fund, 

Asahel Collins fund, 

Railroad tax, 

Dog tax for 1888, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid E. O. Woodward, Treasurer of School 


Board, 


Paid C. O. Whitney, Treasurer of School 


Board, 


$1,730 
1,266 
1,500 
1,500 
TyS a 
350 
306 
123 





OO 
eh 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 


89 
OO 


$8,287 oo 


$8,287 





$2,521 


OO 





I2 


$925 00 


1,596 


I2 


~_ > 
eS 


Paid C. O. Whitney, repairs in District 
No. 2, 


$350 00 


$2,871, 12 


Pete ORRICKRS AND SCHOOL BOOKS. 


E. O. Woodward, 

S. H. McCollester, 

W. H. Aldrich, 

C. O. Whitney, 

S. W. Earle, truant officer, 
A. Knowlton, truant officer, 
hy 


B. Collins & Co., school books by order | 


of School Board, 
S. H. McCollester, school books, 


bh Baelo tPA TE NENG, 
EXPENSES OF FIREMEN. 


Paid 50 firemen, 

Paid for supplies, 

Paid Steward, services and supplies, 
Paid 5. M. Woods, hose-straps, 


Paid for repairs at engine house, 


AID. TO COUNTY -PAUPERS. 


Alfred Morse, 
Joseph Carivau, 
Mrs. John Tellia, 
Joseph Ducloe, 


520 
30 
20 
IO 
tO 





OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 
OO 





Gilman Whitcomb, $138 24 
Mrs. Frank Shover, 45 2G 
Zoel Lamarand, 39 15 
Mrs. Arcilla Prux, 24°85 
John Mason, Ga5 
John Louisell, } 2 49 

$295 59 


AID TO’ TOWN PAUPERS: 


E. W. Mason, $73 om 
Gilman and Adeline Whitcomb, 126 85 
Transient persons, ~ - 27 42 

$228 04 


AID TO DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES. 


Fred C. Lang, $24 60 
Charles Smith, 24 08 





$48 68 


AMOUNT OF MONEY COMMITTED TO ROAD 


AGENTS. 
Dist. No. 1, Frank S. Derby, $73 92 
os 2, Joseph Despres, 60 00 
ec Byles Derby, 53 49 
ai 4, Howard T. Clark, SO 00 
cf NM FCO AWN CEI Dg 67 00 
6 6, Almon C. Mason, 29 04 


vs 4, Lew A. Fuller, 60 OO 


mee No. 8, 


ee 13, 
ee 14, 
te 15; 
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J. W. Lawrence, 
Levi D. Jones, 
J: W.-Lawrence, 
He -T. -Wiswall, 
A. N. White, 

HH. T. Wiswall, 
Geo. F. Wise, 


Samuel Mason, 


James Knowlton, 


George Thatcher, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Luther G. Bemis, Selectman, 
Joel F. Mason, Selectman, 
Ivory E. Gates, Selectman, 
George L. Fairbanks, Collector, 
George G. Davis, Treasurer, 

Fred E. Adams, Clerk, 
ce Officer, 


ipo 2 VLoors, 
A. B. Chase, 
S. W. Earle, 
F. S. Moors, 


Poli 


J. K. Southwick 
Weston McRoy, 
Clinton Collins, Health Officer, 
W. H. Aldrich, 


Uo. Moors, 


. 


. 


© 


‘ 


6 


& 


» 


C. L. Bemis, Supervisor, 


i. Ward, 
Peery. Lilden, 


’ 


. 


. 


‘ 


e% 


© 


. 


$496 


8 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


J. W. Lawrence, extra work on roads in 
District No. 8. } 

J. W. Lawrence, extra work, Dist. No. 10, | 

GeO NUL at ‘i a i hRecne 

Joseph Despressin sia a eae 

Geo. F. Wise, a A =. hope 

A. N. White, es +. és ages 

Peeters 2 ns ay oe 

TEC Datcners se. a 4. i tos dr 

J. & L. Knowlton, *: ‘6 6b Ga eee 

Howard T. Clark, * <6 66  Koyaeee 

Levi D. Jones, ‘. 3 4: BS aes 

F. T. Wiswall, 6 ve 6s 6 ee 

Samuel Mason, ‘ ‘ “ Ds. = 

J. W. Lawrence, balance due on new road at 
Cheshire depot, 

J. W. Lawrence, graveling road in District 
ING.Cy 5 

H. T. Wiswall,-bridge plank, 

Frank S. Derby, bridge stringers, 

Joseph Despres, bridge plank, 

King Iron Bridge Co., new bridge, 

i Gems ati Der. 

Knowlton & Stone, metallic paint, 

J. & L. Knowlton, plank, 

J. W. Lawrence, bank wall and railing on 
Depot road, 

J. & L. Knowlton, sluice at Levi Mason’s, 

J. & L. Knowlton, stone and labor at new 
iron bridge, 

G. G. Davis, nails and spikes, 

Amasa Fuller, railing. poles, 
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W. Lawrence, new Thatcher road, 
. G. Bemis, painting bridges, 

. G. Bemis, labor on reservoir, 

. G. Bemis, freight on tile, 

Geo. D. Webb, sluice stone, 

G. G. Davis, 5% gallons paint oil, 
G. G. Davis, powder and fuse, 


L. A. Fuller, 3360 feet of railing for Troy 


road, 


L. A. Fuller, labor and other material for 


same, 
L. A. Fuller, plank, 
Geo. Nutting, railing poles, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Printing town reports, 1889, 
Books and stationery, 

Repairs on town tomb, 

Repairs on hearse, 1888, 

Joseph Fortier, scraping sidewalk, 
One set of sealer’s measures, 
Decorating soldiers’ graves, 
Expenses taking invoice, 

Use of telephone, 

Car fare for Selectmen, 

L. Wellington, counsel fee, 
Thomas White, public trough, 
Estate of E. Gates, public trough, 
L. A. Fuller, public trough, 

E. Boyden, public trough, 

J. & L. Knowlton, wood for tramp house, 
~G. G. Davis, bolts for scraper, 


2M 


50 


—— 


mH me & GG He w® 


IO 


G. G. Davis, oil for street lamp, 
F. E. Adams, powder and fuse, 
Horse hire for Selectmen, 
Robert McCall, repairs on scrapers, 
County tax, 
Knowlton & Stone, drain tile, 
Boxing shade trees, 
Work on reservoir, 
Ministerial fund, Congregational society, 
os ‘+ Methodist sy 
by ‘+ Universalist ae 

Cheshire Provident Institution, money bor- 

rowed, 
State tax, 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retainer, 
W. G. Cain, returning births and deaths, 
Wier roa ldnchs et s a % 
M. T. Stone, 4 3: i 
F. G. Waldo, sundry bills, 
Universalist society, on account of clock, 
M. A. Thompson, surveying, 
Box lock for juror box, 
Pamphlet laws, 
F. E. Adams, recording births, deaths and 

marriages, 
J. L. Hardy, care of street lamp, 
B. C. Knight, Winter road, 
Charles Mason, taking depositions, 
C. 5. Moors, repairs on town house, 
G. L. Fairbanks, taxes abated 1888, 

% bs es Bara Rstole B 
Coupons, 


Cemetery fund, G. G. Davis, 


1,500 
1,730 


Ct ats” Hl NOT ON 


If 


CEMETERY EXPENSES. 





A. A. Mason, cemetery committee, $2 00 
E. O. Woodward, 66 2; OGF, 
C. Collins, a 5 00 
Work at South cemetery, a a as 
v6 East cemetery, 20:73 
Centre cemetery, 5 00 

Pine Grove cemetery, 8 70 

$46 16 

RECAPITULATION. 

For school purposes, 238 The 
' School officers and school books, — 10g 81 
Fire department, 169 32 
Aid to county paupers, 295 59 
Aid to town paupers, 228 O4 
Aid to dependent soldiers and their families, - 48 68 
Amount committed to road agents, ERI nA. 
_ ‘Town officers, ) | 496 25 
Roads and bridges, 2,126 29 
Miscellaneous, ci Oa7edd 
Cemetery expenses, 46 16 
Cash in treasury, March 1, 1890, 2,399 06 
$15,786 44 


money ON HAND AND PAID INTO, THE 


TREASURY DURING THE YEAR. 


Cash in the treasury, March 1, 1889, $1,138 09 
Uncollected taxes, 88 02 
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For support of county paupers, $316 47 
Cash received of Cheshire Railroad in full 
for new road, | 105 §3 
Cash received of Cheshire Provident Insti- 
tution, 1,500 OO 
Cash received of R. S. Frost, on account of 
— Gilman Whitcomb, 20 OO 
Savings Bank tax, 3,003 84 
Railroad tax, 67 83 
Literary fund, 309 40 
Asahel Collins fund, 492 75 
Aww Pucker Af 2 ead 
Ministerial wi | 22 ero 
Town a | 16 80 
Lydia Wyman ‘* 22 00 
j. T.. Colfins * fire department, 25 30 
Cemetery sane 10 12 
C. A. Bemis, on note, 17 OO 
Cemetery lots, 54 06 
C. S. Moors, town hall agent, 344 56 
Tax warrant, 1889, 8,287 00 
Interest on taxes in 1888 and 1889, 2G Se 
Nelson Converse, fines for violations of the | 
liquor law, 13 50 
$15,878 07 
Less uncollected taxes, gI 63 
$15,786 44 


ASSETS OF TOWN, MARCH 1, 1890. 


Cash in the treasury, 10>. $2,399 
Outstanding taxes, gI 
Charles A. Bemis, note, 405 


OO 


13 


Due from County, BI7Q I4 
Due from Frost Free Library ee town his- 


~ tories, I2 OO 


$3,086 83 








Liabilities of town, March 1, 1890, oh oe ke hou dy 
Coupons by estimation, I50 00 

$13,634 17 
Assets subtracted, . 3,086 83 
Indebtedness of town, March 1, 1890, $10,547 34 
Indebtedness of town, March 1, 1889, 11,776 86 
Decrease of debt during the year, DUG ee 


Peron! y OWNED BY THE TOWN. 





Town Hall building, $8,000 00 
Engine house, SOO OO 
Engine and fixtures, I,200 OO 
Lock-up, 200 OO 
Pine Grove Cemetery, 1,500 OO 
Whitcomb wood lot, | 75 00 

DIT .A75 00 


TRUST FUNDS. 


Lydia Wyman fund, L. Hemenway, trustee, $550 00 


A. Tucker fund, as 83 62 
Ministerial fund, as 7%; 555 55 
Asahel Collins fund, fetal 6 9,734 90 


J. T. Collins fund, cemeteries, L. Hemen- 
way, trustee, 200 OO 
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J. T. Collins fund, fire department, L. Hem- 


enway, trustee, $500 OO 
Town school fund, L. Hemenway, trustee, 420 OO 
$12,044 07 


LUTHER GSB Evid 
JOEL F. MASON, 
IVORY EE. “GATES? 
Selectmen of Marlborough. 


GEO. G. DAVIS, J7reasurer. 


We, the undersigned, having examined the fore- 
going accounts of the Selectmen, do hereby certify that 
we find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 

C., Ou. WHIT NE ae 
LEVI A. FULEies 
L. D. JONES; 


Auditors. 


TRUSTEES REPORT OF TRUST FUNDS. 


Whole amount of funds, $12,044.07, viz: 


. Asahel Collins school fund, $93734 90 
Lydia Wyman school fund, 550 00 
Abijah Tucker school fund, , | 83 62 
Town school fund, 420 OO 
Ministerial fund, | 555 55 
J. T. Collins fire department fund, 500 00 
J. T. Collins cemetery fund, 200 00 

$12,044 07 
WR 


Jan. 2, 1890. 
Received interest on A. Collins school fund, $492 75 


Received interest on L. Wyman school fund, 22 OO 
Received interest on Town school fund, 16 8o 
Received interest on A. Tucker school fund, Tea 
Received interest on Ministerial fund, pe Nee 


Received interest on J. T. Collins fire depart- 

ment fund, — 25 30 
Received interest on J. T. Collins cemetery 

fund, . ‘ Io 12 





$592 53 
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Dr. 
Jan. 2, 1890. 


Paid G. G. Davis, Town Treasurer, $592 53 

Funds invested as follows: 

A. and J. T. Collins funds in the three savings 
banks at Keene; Wyman, Tucker, Town School and 
the Ministerial funds in a town of Marlborough four 
per cent. bond. 

LUTHER HEMENWAY, 


Trustee. 
Marlborough, Feb. 28, 1890. 


REPORT OF FIREWARDS. 


It gives us pleasure to report a very favorable year, 
as regards the destruction of property by fire. 

Only one alarm the past year on June 6, caused by 
fire on roof of house owned by Marcus Nye. No dam- 
age of any consequence. ; 

There has been a full number of firemen constantly 
enrolled during the year. We find the company is 
very much in need of new uniforms and recommend 
they be fnrnished as soon as convenient. We would 
further recommend that the town put in a force pump 
at the mill of Richardson & Pease, with addition of 
one thousand feet of hose. 

There is great need of better protection in case of 
fire in the thickly settled part of our village. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GG WELT NEY, 
Chief of Firewards. 
March 1, 18go. 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Again your Board of Health are pleased to report a 
year singularly free from epidemic diseases of a serious 
nature. While surrounding towns have been swept by 
the terrible scourge of diphtheria, scarlet fever, and other 
infectious diseases, Marlborough has been blessed by 
an entire absence of fatal cases of these dread diseases. 
There has been reported to us to this date four cases of 
diphtheria, one case of typhoid fever, all of which have 
received our attention as they needed. ‘There have also 
been reported to us one case of unwholesome living, and 
five nuisances, with the request that they be abated. 
With a single-exception they have been properly cared 
for and the causes for complaint removed. 

We believe-there is in town a growing sentiment in 
favor of every thing pertaining to better sanitary con- 
ditions. This is as it should be, and renders the labors 
of the health officers more efficient, and hence reduces 
the danger from disease. 

Respectfully submitted, and signed by the Board. 


CLINTON COLLINS, 
W.. H. ALDRICES 
Cis, (MOOR Stas 
Board of ftealth. 
Marlborough, N. H., Feb. 24, 1890. 


REPORT OF CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 


Your committee submits the following report : 
The work of the year may be briefly summed up as 
follows. ‘There has been the usual clearing up of the 

South, near the Esty place; the old Center and Pine 
Grove Cemeteries; while at the North Cemetery, near 
M. Mason’s on which very httle heretofore has been 
spent, great improvements has been made. The wall 
on three sides has been partially relaid, and on the 
fourth side wholly relaid and topped with wire tape 
fencing ; the brush cut, stones righted, and the whole 
yard put in better and more respectable shape than for 
several years. All the outlying cemeteries are now in 
good condition, and can be kept so at small annual 
expense. | 

In Pine Grove Cemetery four lots have been sold and 
five interments made, making a total to date of twenty- 
five lots sold and thirty-one interments. 

Below is the financial statement for the year. 


CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 


DR. 

1889. 

Miayeet7. Sale.of lot No. 131, SIO OO 
Aug. 31. Sale of lot No. 125, I5 00 


1890. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. 


1890. 
Feb. 


i) 
bBo Wd 





Sale of lot No. 127, $10 OO 
Sale of lot No. 31, IO OO 
Cash of Merrill Mason, for share 
of fence, 3 50 
Sale of hay, 5 56 
$54 06 
CR. 


Cash paid G. G. Davis, Treasurer, $54 06 
_ EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 


Labor and material as per itemized 





bill rendered to Selectmen, $37 16 
A. A. Mason, services, 2 OO 
E. O. Woodward, services, 2 0O 
Clinton Collins, services, 5 00 

$46 16 


Respectfully submitted, and signed by the Com- 
mittee. 


CLINTON COLLINS, 
‘ELISHA O. WOODWARD, 
AMOS A. MASON, 


Cemetery Committee. 


Marlborough, N. H., Feb. 24, 1890. 


TOWN HALL BUILDING. 


Report of C. S. Moors, agent, from March 1, 1889, 
to March 1, 1890: 


RECEIPTS. 
1889. 
Pearce r. Lecture, $2 OO 
7. Temperance Meeting, I 
8. Merry Gleaners, 8 
12. Methodist Society, I 
20.) Grange, | 6 CO 
6 
2 


mere 4. Rebekahs, OO 
5. Block Cutters, OO 

24. Block Cutters, 2 OO 

May 4. Band Concert, 4 OO 
4. Block Cutters, 2 00 

8. Promenade Concert, 3 00 

i block Cutters, 2 00 

21.- Keene Dramatic Club, 5 00 

ge virs. G. Fs Darling; 2 00 

June mee. G. Davis, rent, 50 00 
Bret. Pace. rent, JF 28 

7. Block Cutters, 2 00 

14. Block Cutters, 2 OO 

July 4. Catholic Picnic, 8 00 
10. Block Cutters, 2 00 


15. Block Cutters, 2 00 


Aug. 


Sept. 


No 
bo 


Block Cutters, 

G. A. Metcalf, rent, 
Catholic Society, 
Promenade Concert, 
Block Cutters, 

ab Bye et Nex eh rao) ee 
G. G. Davis, rent, 
Block Cutters, 
Promenade Concert, 
Block Cutters, 
Block Cutters, 
Wine eh eh es 
Rebekah Fair, 
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30: (Crk, Macomber; 
Harry Howard, 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
Block Cutters, 
Comical Brown, 


Nov. 


to 


to 


H 
OF WH SON 


Grange, 

Fin aera ent 
Band Concert, 
Trombly Brothers, 
Methodist Levee, 
LS) (a. Ge Dais rent, 


Dyec:! 


HH 
i © 


~ 


1890. 
Jan. 
Feb. 


Go 
& 


Warming Hall, (not used. ) 
F. H. Spaulding, rent, 
Flag Drill, 

A earch Chery 
GoGDavis.rents 

Hib Rage, rent, 

F. H. Spaulding, rent, 


Soest 


a 
CLV It 


Nw w& 


G1 


Cr * 
OV05 = 29° [ ete 6S) seni eS 


U1 
eo) 


1889. 
March 26, 
apes ' eS. 
June or 
Ep 
10. 
July ro. 
ein . 9: 
ee 
12s 
Peo ra. 
r7. 
18. 
i890... ~ 
BED G6: 25) 
25. 
25. 
25 
oh. 


Marlborough, March 1, r8go, 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 


Soap, etc., 


’ Cleaning hall, 


Oil, 

Glass, 

Albert Knowlton, 
Town Treasurer, 
A. Knowlton, 
Town Treasurer, 
Oil, 

A. Knowlton, 
Wood, 


Town Treasurer, 


A. Knowlton, 
Splints, 

My services, 
Chimneys and oil, 
Town Treasurer, 


Gr 


N 





$500 50 
BNL) OD Feiss. 


REPORT OF 


TRUSTEES OF THE FROST FREE LIBRARY. 


The Trustees of the Frost Free Library beg leave to 
report as follows: 

rt. The number of volumes in the Library is 4,539, 
not including duplicates. Most of these are in good 
order, having been recently examined, repaired and re- 
numbered. A number of volumes are, however, in 
need of more thorough repair than the present condi- 
tion of our funds will warrant us in undertaking. 
Some of these have been, and others soon must be, 
withdrawn from circulation, to prevent further damage. 
A few books of permanent worth have become so worn 
out as to be practically useless, and new copies should 
be procured. to make their places good. Books of light 
literature, when worn out, it is our practice to replace 
with different and newer publications, so as not to 
cumber the Library with books of no practical value 
beyond the day of issue. 

2. ‘The recent examination and re-arrangement of 
the Library, with the consequent re-numbering or with- 
drawal of many of the old volumes, makes a new cata- 
logue imperatively necessary. It is our purpose to 
issue such catalogue as soon as satisfactory arrange- 
ments can be made to that end. Preliminary arrange- | 
ments have already been made. 
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3. The action of the Trustees in securing the lot 
of land, in the rear of and adjoining the Library 
grounds, to guard against the erection of buildings too 
near the Library, and as a provision for any future and 
necessary enlargement of the building itself or the erec- 
tion of any additional buildings, has made it necessary 
for us to refrain from buying many new volumés the 
current year, and will prevent the purchase of many 
for a year or two longer. The obvious wisdom of the 
purchase will, however, justify the action of the Trus- 
tees to all well-wishers of the Library. 

4. The Library building is in good condition, the 
woodwork having been recently painted and oiled 
wherever necessary, and a storm door provided, great- 
ly to the convenience and comfort of the Librarian and 
all those who use the reading room. 

5- The size of the Library, and its rapid increase, 
will soon demand more shelf room. In fact such room 
is already demanded, and will become imperative by 
the time any funds will be available to procure it. Our 
desire is that all additional shelves and racks be fire- 
proof, and we have therefore delayed some improve- 
ments of the sort which otherwise would have been 
already made. 

6. Contributions of volumes of current literature 
are always welcomed from all our citizens. Any who 
may now be contemplating such gifts are cordially in- 
vited to make them before the new catalogues are 
issued, so that the titles may be duly entered upon the 
lists. We extend our thanks for all gifts of the current 
year. 

. 7 Our thanks are also tendered to all those who 
have added to the various collections of curiosities, 
minerals and other treasures of the Library. These 


4.M 
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collections can be made very valuable by a little fore- 
thought and good will on the part’of our citizens, and 
we bespeak such consideration on the part of all. 

8. Finally, we ask your co-operation that the idea 
of the original benefactor may not only be realized but 
carried on to greater good than he or any of us first 
thought. The Library, we believe, is already a power 
for good. In the contest against depraved intellectual 
taste and vicious literature, let it become invincible. 

For the Trustees, 
B. G. RUSSELE, 
Chairman of Ex. Com. 
Marlborough, N. H., Feb. 28, 1890. 


KEPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD. 


The School Board of Marlborough, as the law 
requires, respectfully submits to the town the following 
report for the year ending March 12, 1890: 

It is gratifying in being able to report that the past 
year there has been a general interest expressed in 
behalf of our schools, that parents and citizens have 
been wont to speak of them favorably and encourage 
them in every possible way. This is right, for if we 
would be true citizens we must cherish our schools; if 
we would be true patriots we must sustain and bless 
them. The real wealth of Marlborough hes in the 
mines of intellect which are waiting to be developed. 
To make this wealth available in the highest degree 
we must labor incessantly to educate every child and 
youth in our town. The principle of our fathers was 
that the wealth of the State should educate the children 
of the State. So our true policy and duty are to see 
that the rising generation enjoys the best public school 
instruction and discipline. We should make our 
schools so good that all having children to educate will 
prefer to have them in our schools to any others, not 
simply because they are free, but because of their supe- 
riority. 

Our present town system is proving to be decidedly 
in advance of the old district plan; for now all the 
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children have equal advantages to schooling ; they can 
all attend school the same number of weeks, and are 
so classified as to accomplish in a given time much 
more than they could, when the work was forced on in 
a confused manner. We are now realizing that the 
pupils who even come from the limits of our town are 
ranking as high in their studies and conduct as those 
dwelling close to the school-house. We are confident, 
as we become more accustomed to our present method, 
we shall think more and more highly of it, for it is not 
aristocratic, but truly democratic, aiming at the equal 
good of the whole. 

The records show that there have been 677 visits 
the past year to our schools, more than have been 
known to the School Board during any previous twelve 
months. The Board have made 102 visits and held 25 
Board meetings to consider the school interests and 
needs. The increased visitation is certainly encourag- 
ing. This enables the parents to judge more fairly of 
the work going on in the schools. It is plain that par- 
ents should not rely altogether upon hearsays, for these 
are liable to injure pupils and do great injustice to 
teachers, Let parents visit our schools, prompted by 
the Christian spirit and, if there are wrongs existing, 
they will be certain to pursue that course which will 
not injure a single pupil, nor do harm to the school. 
Mere gossip about schools, churches and States has 
done great mischief in the past. It is high time it 
should be discarded, and all endeavor to see for them- 
selves, and be able to judge others by their fruits. 
This is the just way, and is certain to restrain the 
tongues and make active the heart, overcoming misan- 
thropy with philanthropy. The ensuing year, let the 
visits to our schools be increased and this will tend to 
elevate and improve them. 
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Your Board is pleased to state the fact that marked 
progress has been made in all the schools, from the 
primaries to the grammar and higher grade. The 
classification is far more complete; still much remains 
to be done in this direction. It is not a short and easy 
step from chaos to order. We can but wonder that so 
much was accomplished, when there were often so 
many different classes and kinds of books in the schools 
as there were scholars. It is fortunate the steam cars 
have taken the place of the stage coach. It is fortu- 
nate the graded system is supplementing the confused 
schemes of instruction. Concentration and discipline 
of mind are the first things to be gained in educating 
the young. ‘To possess these, the training must be 
systematic, therefore, persistence towards perfect clas- 
sification should be pursued. 

The order in the schools has been good and in 
most instances excellent. Very generally whispering 
has been banished from the school rooms. This mon- 
ster should find no abiding place in our schools, for his 
work tends to mischief and misrule, hindering the mind 
from thinking for itself, and likely to tear down char- 
acter. Let all resolve upon driving whispering from 
our schools and keeping it out of them henceforth. 

It is pleasant to record that out of the three hundred 
and fifty different scholars there has not been one in- 
stance of corporal punishment which has come to the 
knowledge of your Board. We judge there has been 
little demand for it, still the order.was never better, if 
as good as it has been the past year. The secret of 
this is, we feel, sense of duty has held sway on the 
part of teachers and pupils. How superior this state of 
affairs is to what existed twenty and forty years ago, 
when the birch and ferule were so conspicuous and so 
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often applied. During the year our teachers have 
often been heard to remark, ‘‘ We have some of the 
best behaved students we have ever seen.” This has 
been repeatedly said of the scholars in the Grammar 
School. Not only have they been orderly and kind in - 
the school but outside of it. They have been reported 
as civil on the street and respectful to all. But very 
few boys have been known to use any profanity, and 
only three have been discovered as using tobacco. In 
no case have the Board detected any defacements made 
on the seats with knives or pencils, or any improper 
drawings on blackboards or the walls of school build- 
ing, or any malicious damage done. It has been grat- 
ifying to see the pupils careful about throwing paper 
upon the floor and guarding against making unneces- 
‘sary litter in the school. They have labored with the 
teachers to render school rooms just as pleasant as pos- 
sible by ornamenting them with diagrams, mottoes, 
maps, portraits, plants and flowers. All school rooms 
ought to be made attractive and beautiful. The sur- 
roundings of the young should tend to refine and ele- 
vate mind and heart. This can be done without in- 
volving much expense. It is said that Spensippus, an 
ancient Greek teacher, ** caused the pictures of yoy and 
gladness to be hung thickly about his school to signify 
that teaching is one of the pleasantest vocations.” So 
it always should be. 

Examining the records we find that 109 scholars, 
reckoning by the term, have placed their names on the 
Roll of Honor, not having been absent or tardy. 
There would have been more, had it not been for the 
prevailing sicknesses. We must feel no small degree 
of pride in returning such enrollment to our State. It 
is hoped, however, that there will be a much larger list 
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of honored names when another return shall be made 
to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

It is to be lamented that there should be any parents 
who are lawless and indifferent about having their chil- 
- dren prompt, or keeping them in school. There is no 
one thing that retards our educational work at the pres- 
ent time as does the irregular attendance. This sub- 
ject demands special attention and should be speedily 
remedied wherever it can be. It is decidedly wrong to 
keep a child out of school through indifference, and so 
do a lasting injury to the same and to all associated 
with himin school work. ‘To have classes do their best, 
all belonging to them should be present every day, or 
else money will be wasted and what is worse, charac- 
ter will be hindered in its growth. Were it not for the 
evil of indifference and the excessive love of gain, there ° 
would be no demand for a truant officer, but as it is, he 
has been obliged to look diligently after a few families 
and exercise his fullest authority to keep their children 
in school. Public opinion ought to so smite this wrong 
as to bury it out of sight. 

The question has been asked if in the gvaded sys- 
tem, itis possible for pupils to be promoted from one 
class to another? Certainly; this has been done in 
several instances the past year; still we feel officers 
and teachers should be exceedingly cautious in this 
matter; certainly haste should be made slow. Fatal 
mistakes have been made in rushing students through 
books, feeling that discipline of mind comes more from 
quantity than quality of study. It has been well re- 
marked that **’The true success of our scholars depends 
not upon how much but how well they learn it.” Locke 
says, ‘‘ The chief art of learning is to attempt but little 
ata time. The widest excursions of mind are made 


32 


by short flights frequently repeated.” Is not this being 
illustrated in our schools and especially in our Gram- 
mar School. Who that has listened to recitations in 
history, arithmetic, geography, grammar and the gov- 
ernmental instructor, can question this? 

The system of singing introduced to our schools 
has been a grand success. Who that has listened to 
the singing of the “ttle folks as well as the older stu- 
dents has not been surprised as well as pleased? 

Another branch must receive more attention than it 
has in our schools to have them fully up with the 
times; we refer to drawing. Massachusetts requires 
this to be taught in all her schools. We cannot afford 
to be behind the Bay State in school matters. 

Furnishing text books will be likely to remove some 
unavoidable hindrances of the past and remedy certain 
defects in classification. Your present Board would 
not recommend having any fifth or sixth readers in any 
of our schools. Our scholars have met with irrepara- 
ble losses by having too difficult readers, and paying 
too little attention to spelling and defining words. 

It is proper to say that your Board would not rec- 
ommend too radical a change in the text books. This 
matter should proceed with caution and wisdom. Like 
our present town system, if abused as it has been in too 
many towns, it proves a failure. So it will be with 
the free text books, if not judiciously managed. 

Our corps of teachers has been of a high order; 
some of them not to be surpassed in public school in- 
struction. Through study and forethought they have 
gone before their classes with full minds and earnest 
hearts. They have awakened thought, inspired joy 
and developed a love for knowledge and order, and a 
desire to surpass themselves. They have seemed to 
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feel responsible in a large degree for the physical, men- 
tal and moral welfare of the children and youths under 
their charge. Such teachers work for time and eter- 
nity. Such teachers are worthy of being employed,, 
sustained, and retained so long as circumstances will 
permit. The old district system was fickle; it was 
subject to cousin-ship, aunt-ship and almost every ship, 
so far as employing teachers. It is believed, the pres- 
ent system will be stable, avoiding the errors of the old 
one. 

The teacher fitted for her work will aim at the true 
end of an education, which is developing mind and 
building up character. The ancient Persian teacher 
aimed at a fondness for the simple virtues; the Athen- 
jan, at the love of beauty; the Spartan, at physical 
endurance; but the American teacher aims at the de- 
velopment of the whole being. Such, we believe, has 
been the aim of our teachers. They have prepared 
themselves beforehand for their coming duties. If 
familiar with the branches taught, they have replen- 
ished their minds before recitation; so that they have 
been quite free from text books in hearing classes. 

-.» Teachers must be alive to have live schools. They 
must follow nature, realizing that while she supphes 
the world with but a bushel of diamonds, she furnishes 
whole mountains of iron; accordingly they give most 
abundantly of those things which will be of actual ser- 
vice to the young. They keep pace with the times, 
watch the progress of education, avail themselves of 
every opportunity to improve, becoming familiar in 
some way with the best educators and educational 
works. Their personal characters must be above re- 
proach. In person and dress they will be neat and in 
mien perfectly natural; though social with their pupils, 
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yet they will always be dignified. Their work will be 
refining and sure to live when the statues of Phidias 
and the pictures of Raphzl shall have vanished into 
dust. Such teachers alone should be employed in our 
schools and then we shall find it well for our pupils to 
become as the teachers, truly educated and virtuous. 

If our schools in some regards have fallen below 
our wishes, let us in the future be more faithful to 
them, and we shall render them more successful. As 
parents’ and citizens we should be more deeply im- 
pressed with their superlative importance to a free peo- 
ple. If we do for them to the best of our ability, our 
schools will advance, giving the young better advan- 
tages for true culture and the gaining of useful knowl- 
edge. Let us have the best of schools and they will 
be as beacons to light up the morning pathway of the 
young, to gild their noonday track, and render their 
evening circuit peaceful and promising. 

S.-H. McCOLEHS 7 ais 
W. H. ALDRICEE 
C. O: WHITNE 

School Board. 
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VITAL STATISTICS. 


To the Selectmen: 

In compliance with an act of the Legislature passed 
June session, 1887, requiring ‘‘clerks of towns and 
cities to furnish a transcript of the record of births, 
marriages, and deaths to the municipal officers for pub- 
lication in the Annual Report,” I hereby submit the 
following : 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing transcript of 
births, marriages and deaths is correct, according to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 


FRED E. ADAMS, 
Town Clerk. 
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STATE OF ‘NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


To the inhabitants of the town of Marlborough 
gualified to vote in town affairs: 

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, 
in said town, on the second Tuesday of March next, at 
nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the fol- 
lowing subjects : 

- 1.—To choose a Moderator to preside in said meet- 
ing. . 

2.—To choose three Selectmen, Town Treasurer, 
and Clerk. | 

3.—To choose a Collector of Taxes, and all other 
necessary town officers and agents for the year ensuing. 

4.—To raise such sums of money as may be neces- 
sary for the support of schools: for paying the town 
debts and defraying the interest thereon, and for other 
necessary charges arising in said town; for laying out 
and repairing highways and sidewalks, and building 
and repairing bridges; for the maintenance of the poor. 
-5.—To hear the reports of the Town Treasurer and 
Board of Selectmen to the Town Auditors; the reports 
of the Auditors, Agents, Committees, or other officers 
heretofore chosen or appointed, and to pass any vote 
relating thereto. 

6.—To see if the town will fund its debt, or any 

part thereof, and to pass any vote relating thereto. 
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7.—To see if the town will vote to sell the Gilman 
Whitcomb wood lot near Howard T. Clark’s, or act in 
any manner in relation thereto. 

8.—To see if the town will vote to build a sidewalk 
from near D. R. & F. A. Cole’s mill to the house of 
Isaac Davis and appropriate money for the same, or 
act in any manner in relation to the same. 

9.—To see if the town will vote to uniform the fire 
company and appropriate money for the same. 

10.—To see if the town will vote to pay firemen for 
labor while on duty at fires, or act in any. manner in 
relation thereto. J 

t1.—To see if the town will authorize the Select- 
men to borrow money on the credit of the town, when 
necessary to pay the current expenses of the town. 

12.—To see how the town will dispose of the lit- 
erary fund and railroad tax; also how the town will 
dispose of the dog tax remaining in the treasury on the 
first day of March, 1890. 

13.—To see how the town will divide the income of 
the ministerial fund. 

14.—To see if the town will choose one or more 
persons to prosecute all known violations of the lquor 
law, and defend all suits brought against the town for 
the year ensuing, or act in any manner in relation 
thereto. 

15.—To see if the town will vote to change the 
highway leading from the road near George F. Wise’s 
to the Frank Clapp place, so called, from an open 
highway to.one subject to gates. 

16.—To see if the town will appropriate one hun- 
dred dollars to furnish duplicates for worn and lost 
books in the Frost Free Library; also ‘to repair such 
books as may be worth repairing, or act in any manner 
in relation thereto. 
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17.—To see if the town will put in a force pump at | 
the mill of Richardson & Pease and furnish one thou- 
sand feet of hose, and appropriate money for the same, 
or act in any manner in relation thereto. 

18.—To see if the town will adopt Cushing’s Man- 
ual of Parliamentary Rules for the government of its 
meetings, or act in any manner in relation thereto. 

19.—To transact all other business which may come 
before said meeting. 

Given under our hands and seal this twenty-second 


day of February, A. D. 1890. 


LUTHER GY BEMIS, 

JOEL F. MASON, 

IVORY? Ee GALE Ss 
Selectmen of Marlborough. 











